
Finding Success in 
an Economic Mess



Our 4 Week Series:

Understanding Success



Our Strategy



Today:
Learning to Work Backwards



Letõs see what the 

Bible says:



The Problem:



We Focus on What 

We DonõtHave



Donèt wear yourself out trying to get rich.
Be wise enough to know when to quit.

In the blink of an eye wealth disappears,
for it will sprout wings

and fly away like an eagle.
Proverbs 23:4ã5



Stuff we donõt have will 

always be limitless .









FACT:

Today the average 21 year -

old American will spend 

$2.2 MILLION dollars in 

their lifetime.

Source: Young Americans Center for Financial Education



Stuff we donõt have will 

always be limitless .

We canõt define success 

with our physical stuff.



You may say, òIõm not trying 

to get rich, Iõm just trying to 

survive.ó Survival, like 

success is not defined by 

what we donõt have.



The Solution:



We Must Start with 

What We Do Have



He will be the sure foundation for your times, 
a rich store of salvation and wisdom and 

knowledge; the fear of the LORDis the key to 
this treasure.

Isaiah 33:6



What can we have that no 

one can take away from us?



There is only one thing in 

this world you can possess 

that can never be lost:

God (working in your life)



We can lose our job, our big 

house, our health, but 

nothing can take God out of 

our lives.



What can we have that no 

one can take away from us?

Relationship with God is key 

to finding success.



God

Family

Life

Money



We Must Build on 

Our RealPossessions



Teach those who are rich in this world not to be 
proud and not to trust in their money, which is 
so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who 
richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment. 
Tell them to use their money to do good. They 
should be rich in good works and generous to 

those in need, always being ready to share with 
others.

1 Timothy 6:17ã18



What we have we can turn 

into something more .



Instead of investing in a 

market to get something you 

donõt have, shouldnõt your 

priority to be to invest in 

something you really do 

have?


